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TOWN OF WENHAM 

Board of Selectmen 
Meeting Minutes of November 21, 2017 

138 Main Street, Town Hall 
  
  
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Board members, a meeting of the Board of Selectmen (BOS) was held on Tuesday November 21, 2017 at 6:30 pm in the 
Selectmen Chambers.    
   
Welcome & Call to Order  
With a quorum present, Mr. Wilhelm called the Board of Selectmen meeting to order at 6:31 pm  
Selectmen present: Jack Wilhelm, Chair; John Clemenzi, Clerk  
Not present: Catherine Harrison, Vice Chair 
Also Present:  Peter Lombardi, Town Administrator; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary  
  
Public Information:  
November 21, 2017 Meeting Packet  
This meeting was recorded with permission by HWCAM.   
 
Public Input – There was none. 
 
Announcements 
 Winter Parking Ban Reminder – According to town bylaws, no vehicles are to be parked on the street from midnight 

to 6 am.   Vehicles may be towed if they obstruct snow removal.   
 Town Hall Thanksgiving Hours - Town Hall is closing at 12 noon Wednesday and closed for the Thanksgiving 

Holiday on November 23 & 24 
 Loose Leaf Collection Update - This information is updated daily on the Town’s web site. 
 Open Space & Recreation Plan Survey:  The survey is accessible on the Town’s web site as well as hard copies at 

Town Hall, Library and COA through December 4th  

The agenda was taken out of order. 
 
Recognition of Retired Reserve Police Officer Robert Breaker   
Present: Chief of Police Thomas Perkins, Senator Bruce Tarr, Representative Brad Hill 
Officer Breaker was congratulated and thanked for his dedication and service of 17-years on the Wenham Police Department 
and recognized as a Veteran of the United States Coast Guard.   
Both Senator Tarr and Representative Hill spoke briefly and honored Mr. Breaker for his public service with presented him 
with citations from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts State Senate, House of Representatives, and Governor Baker /Lt. 
Governor Polito. 
The Town’s Public Service Departments were recognized for their commitment to the Town of Wenham.  
Mr. Breaker responded with a speech of gratitude, and recognized his family, his fellow Officers and the Chief for their 
support over the years. 
Although Mr. Breaker reached the maximum age allowed by the Commonwealth to serve as a police officer, Mr. Breaker will 
continue to serve the town on as an advisor in an emergency management capacity.  
 
Appointments:   
•  Reserve Police Officers – Reini Perez, Amanda Cecchini, Travis Kneeland 
 Memo from Chief Thomas Perkins 11.15.17 

Police Chief Perkins and Police Captain DiNapoli were present to recommended the appointment of three patrol reserve 
officers to the Wenham Police Department.  
Vote:  Mr. Clemenzi moved and it was seconded, conditionally appoint Reini Perez, Amanda Cecchini and Travis Kneeland as Reserve Police 
Officers for a term beginning November 21, 2017 and ending June 30, 2018.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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Zoning Board of Appeals Associate Member – Dana M. Begin 
This agenda item was deferred to a future meeting to allow time for the Board to speak with the candidate. 
  
One Day Liquor License – Trudy Reid, 375th Anniversary Committee, Silent Auction & Cocktail Hour 
Wenham Museum, Thursday, November 30, 2017, 6:30pm – 8:30pm   
 Application from T. Reid, Chair 375th Anniversary Committee  
 Certificate of Liability Insurance  
 TIPS Certification Email Approvals from Police Chief Perkins, Fire Captain Baxter, Permitting J. Bresnahan 

Mr. Lombardi mentioned that this is a town event and the BOS have the authority to waive the application fee. 
Vote: Mr. Clemenzi moved, and it was seconded, to approve a One-Day (All Alcoholic Beverages) Liquor License for Trudy Reid, Chair of the 
375th Anniversary Committee for their Silent Auction & Cocktail Hour Fundraiser being held at the Wenham Museum, 132 Main Street from 
6:30pm – 8:30pm on Thursday, November 30, 2017 and to waive the $50 application fee.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
375th Anniversary Committee Donation Acceptance   
 Gift & Donation Form  
 Memo re Acceptance from 375 Anniversary Committee Treasurer, H. Davis 11.16.17 

Vote:  Mr. Clemenzi moved and it was seconded, to accept gift certificates and items valued at approximately $7,500 in total from the 375th 
Anniversary Committee to be used as auction items for the 375th Anniversary Kick-Off event.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
First Church Letter Regarding Community Preservation Act Funds 
 Letter re CPA Funds from D. DeBlock, Moderator, First Church 11.1.17 

Reverend Duda was present on behalf of the First Church to officially decline the Community Preservation Act Funding grant 
of $50,000 awarded in 2015 for the preservation of the church steeple as a historical building.  
Reverend Duda stated the church leaders were thankful for the money, but could not accept the required conditions in 
perpetuity for future congregations. 
Mr. Lombardi noted that Town Counsel is drafting an agreement for the maintenance of the Town Clock, located in the 
Church Steeple. The agreement will memorialize what has been in place since 1930’s to allow the Town access to the clock in 
the church steeple. Mr. Lombardi added that $14,100 of CPA funding awarded for the repair of the clock would be included 
with the agreement and released to the church. 
 
Authorization to Notify Group Insurance Commission of Town’s Intent to Withdraw 
 Memo re Town’s intent to withdraw from Group Insurance Commission (GIC) from P. Lombardi 11.16.17 
 NFP – Request For Proposal (RFP) results  

o Blue Cross Blue Shield through MIIA 
o Harvard Pilgrim Health Care  

Mr. Lombardi explained that this decision to leave the GIC is a cost-effective move for the town and employees to save 
money.  Municipalities have the opportunity to opt out of the GIC every three years. 
The Public Employee Committee unanimously voted to opt out of the GIC effective July 1, 2018 and to contract with 
Harvard Pilgrim for health insurance. 
Vote: Mr. Clemenzi moved, and it was seconded, to authorize Peter Lombardi as Town Administrator to notify the Group Insurance Commission 
of the Town’s intent to withdraw effective June 30, 2018.  The motion carried unanimously. 
   
Other matters, as may not have been reasonably anticipated by the Chair (Discussion Only)  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Proposed Policy for Snow Removal on Private Ways   
Request for Town to Take Responsibility for Snow Removal on Middlewood Drive  
The Chairman deferred these agenda items to a future meeting for discussion by a full board. 
 
MINUTES 
 Open Session: Joint FinCom August 22, 2017; Joint FinCom October 10, 2017   
 Executive Session: August 22, 2017 #1; August 22, 2017 #2  
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Vote:  Mr. Clemenzi moved to approve and hold (not for release) the Board of Selectmen Executive Session meeting minutes of August 22, 2017 
ES #1 & August 22, 2017 ES #2 and it was unanimous to do so. 
 
Vote:  Mr. Clemenzi moved to approve the Joint Board of Selectmen / Finance Committee meeting minutes of 
August 2, 2017 & October 10, 2017 and it was unanimous to do so. 
 
Updates 
Town Administrator  
• School Athletic Field Project - This proposed project has been approved by the Hamilton Planning Board and 

Conservation Commission. These approvals would not materially alter from the current field locations and footprint, do 
allow for lighting until 9PM, and are based on a maximum potential scope of work which is not necessarily what will 
ultimately go forward now that all necessary local permits are secured. As a reminder, the project as currently proposed is 
divided into three distinct phases, expected to cost $3.6M, $3.1M, and $2.0M respectively. At this stage, preliminary design 
work has been completed and the $67k in CPA funding approved by Wenham and Hamilton Town Meetings in 2016 has 
been expended.  In the interest of trying to determine appropriate next steps, the Joint Recreation Committee sent 
correspondence to the School Committee last month seeking further guidance regarding project scope and budget, 
fundraising goals and timeline, and communication/ coordination between town and school officials. At their November 
8 meeting, the School Committee took the matter up and ultimately voted in favor of moving forward with a $3.6M debt 
exclusion to be proposed at next spring’s Annual Town Meetings. Based on the cost estimates provided by the design 
consultant, this amount would fully fund the first phase of the project which includes a comprehensive upgrade of the 
game field to synthetic turf and the installation of a new track surface along with a number of other related site amenities. 
The Recreation Committee then met with the School Committee liaison at their meeting last week and expressed their 
reservations about seeking this level of public funding support without first soliciting private donations. Next steps have 
yet to be determined, but have significant financial implications as we continue to work through the FY19 budget process, 
particularly since HWRSD also needs to address required sprinkler system upgrades at the Cutler School to bring that 
building up to fire code and will likely propose a separate debt exclusion for that work at next spring’s Annual Town 
Meetings as well.   
Mr. Wilhelm questioned the impact of this project to the tax rate, if approved and if the Board is obligated to put this on 
the town meeting warrant.  Mr. Lombardi said this would be discussed in detail at the joint meeting with the school 
Committee/Hamilton BOS in December and consult with Town Counsel. 

• The Town is once again offering 64-gallon blue recycling barrels to all Wenham residents. The reduced cost per cart is $40 
– there is a limit of one per household. Starting next week, carts can be pre-ordered through the Town Clerk’s office and 
they will be delivered by the DPW in December.  

• Flu Clinic - Wenham vaccinated 68 individuals at our first flu clinic, which was held at the Bessie Buker Elementary school 
on Wednesday November 8. We were able to offer high dose vaccine for seniors, doses supplied from the MA DPH 
Vaccine Unit for students under 19 years old, and intradermal doses for individuals aged 19 to 64. Due to a variety of 
administrative challenges in the weeks leading up to the clinic, we did not heavily advertise the event, but plan on 
conducting more outreach to attract increased participation in future years. The activation of the Emergency Dispensing 
Site will also be counted as an Emergency Preparedness deliverable.  
Many thanks to Wenham Public Health Nurse Maribeth Ting for taking the lead in coordinating this first-time event and 
to Jackie Bresnahan for her invaluable administrative support. The following individuals also made key contributions: 
Chassea Robinson, Peabody Public Health Nurse; Nancy Stevens, Hamilton Board of Health; Alyson Preston, Wenham 
resident and former Board of Health member; Lea Tabenkin, Hamilton-Wenham High School Nurse; and all members of 
the Board of Health: Dr. Andrew Ting, Gerry Donellan, and Regina Baker.  

Adjournment – The Board unanimously adjourned at 7:17 pm 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
11.22.17 
 


